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What You Need To Know About 
internships, timings & CVs

Computer Science – Careers
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• See What Past Cambridge 
Computer Science grads are doing 
now

• Timings for applications

• When & Where To Source 
Computer Science-Related 
Roles/Internships

• How to optimise your CV



… a quick quiz…



Of the 190k people studying at 
Cambridge between 2005 and 
2020 who share what they do 
now on LinkedIn, how many 
reference ‘computer science’ on 
their profile?

• 591

• 1,591

• 2,591
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What Questions Remain?

Any Questions

Questions?

2. The STEM careers site Gradcracker has how 
many advertised internships in computing/tech?

Answers within 10% earn a point
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3. Internship availability peaks 
in Michaelmas Term

True or false?



4. There are 198 LinkedIn 
matches with those 
studying at Cambridge 
between 2005 & 2020 who 
reference ‘Ocaml’ on their 
profile. The most popular 
place of their work is…

• Amazon

• Goldman Sachs

• Jane Street
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5. What percentage of roles are 
never advertised?

Answers within 10% earn a point



Of the 190k people studying at 
Cambridge between 2005 and 
2020 who share what they do 
now on LinkedIn, how many 
reference ‘computer science’ on 
their profile?

• 591

• 1,591

• 2,591
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What Questions Remain?

Any Questions

Questions?

2. The STEM careers site Gradcracker has how many 
advertised summer internships in computing/tech?

Answers within 10% earn a point

1 point if you’re within 10%...
264  – 322
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3. Internship availability peaks 
in Michaelmas Term

True or false?True or false?
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OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY

Advertised Internships

KEY:



4. There are 198 LinkedIn 
matches with those 
studying at Cambridge 
between 2005 & 2020 who 
reference ‘Ocaml’ on their 
profile. The most popular 
place of their work is…

• Amazon

• Goldman Sachs

• Jane Street
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4. There are 198 LinkedIn 
matches with those 
studying at Cambridge 
between 2005 & 2020 who 
reference ‘Ocaml’ on their 
profile. The most popular 
place of their work is…

• Amazon

• Goldman Sachs

• Jane Street
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5. What percentage of roles are 
never advertised?

Answers within 10% earn a point

70%
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OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY

Advertised Internships

KEY:

Speculative Apps
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• See What Past Cambridge 
Computer Science grads are doing 
now

• Timings for applications

• When & Where To Source 
Computer Science-Related 
Roles/Internships

• How to optimise your CV

• See What Past Cambridge 
Computer Science grads are doing 
now

• Timings for applications

• When & Where To Source 
Computer Science-Related 
Roles/Internships

• How to optimise your CV



LinkedIn

Advertised Graduate Schemes, Roles & Internships





GradcrackerLinkedIn





GradcrackerLinkedIn Handshake



cam.joinhandshake.co.uk



Questions? 

(before we look at optimising CVs…) 



Agree or disagree: “A CV is a place to list 
all your achievements”

Agree or disagree: “5 seconds is not enough 
time for a recruiter to accurately judge my CV”
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How do we know what recruiters want, today, in 2023?
makes their
desires
clear



The job 
description
makes their
desires
clear

We don’t 
need to 
guess what 
they want to 
read about…



Put what the recruiter is 
looking for… where they’re 

looking for it

My definition of a good CV…





Skill + Evidence            + Quantification



Communication skills have been developed 
by designing open questions in two user 
interaction surveys, to gain qualitative 
insights into GUI preferences



Coding skills have been developed by 
writing modular, secure and well-tested 
code in Python and React, for a project 
with upwards of 2,000 end users
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The Harvard Competency 
Dictionary…
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Time for an example…
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It’s over to you…



Questions & 
comments?    



you are not alone

https://www.careers.cam.ac.uk/appointments

Book 1-1 appointments to review your 
CVs/cover letters/applications:
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If you want a copy of the slides... send me an email
rss72@cam.ac.uk


